Release 2012/01/19 - CIA-RDP90-00965R000201420010-5

ST Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for

‘\R‘TFP(_D CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR
NPACZ 5 August 1985 Fl

American in Iran loses
_wallet, finds kindness

eral other women Pasdaran were eating breakf
‘ ian  tween shifts. Both mal emale officers conastmnbe- ‘
C ROWDS thronged at the great shrine of Imam Reza, patrol the shrine, kgpi;agn tgxfeye out for pickpocketsﬂt);k-

Special 10 The Christian Science

the foremost Muslim pilgrimage site in Iran i
] . Ing advantage of the masses of pilgrim i

crond jg;.l Iedstdme ?;3:;::3 ‘lin the _scine, someone in the the shrine at all hours of the Zi;’ and n?g:to mill through
s donging g o 2 oo 10w e s My anlsto ol o h ot P
bag containing my essentials for travel: ofthe  shrine were volunteers who had chosen to dev: the'
checks, airplace ticket. and overy pe:n:y pla;?)seessed port, travelers time to the service of Islam. The women im:wgnt;telw

Askﬂledthiefhadmchedunderm all-envel .t Pom'edteaformewiﬂ)welcomingsmﬂwandoff reg
chador aud swi y opng some of their meal. They clucked i h
States pass hic dthe catch s of the year = a United - heard my tale 0 sympathy when they
black markgto :: I:-van. h sells for 2 n rials ($22,000) on the d w‘i were then informed by a discreet knock on th

A village woman theti 0or by a male Pasdar that the *C ¢
me to the shrine’s km ore:le(;aolgt:gok 1y hand and led Shrine PM'Re"Ol“ﬁonafy C:mmg;::') _afl_der o ihe et
komiteh, a key local organization of postmrym f ﬁoul:nnttee The  — would receive me. M y translator scrutin iazedsemor Cleric
staffed by Pasdaran (revoluti Otutionary Iran, is make sure not one lock of hair howing kel

I felt a little nervous h(:!:inzrmheardmmmads,t N o) 2 the Shahs chadorand led me out was showing out of my

. . » DAY en in the 's I . ; .
tim A was ush .
Now s r who ot i peseprtcould beimprisoned.  brown and s e eoried man i ln
. id el'lcans i d 3 .
were Public Enemy No. 1, and there was no US Embassy to atm éa:hd;k;n%u;"rg:ﬁ;";ﬂyam a t@lephonefr:cue&;/er
A . Pl(:t“m (V) e

issue new papers. ’

That oy o st  ant- American sentiments me s leaders were displayed on the walls and under
r‘:)z"e stronlg I;idany of the visitors to the shrine were CiOUilﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬂkmi:&m:’nﬁngmwedmus am
em;mgh(::: oiles l.(_lllai m the war with Iraq, an. en- to Whjch of the 12 imams %S t-he shrine?;q tro Imam
oy which b:;yesranmnsf lians see as backed by the United Reza (he was the eighth). patron. Imam
Sta ne;n-]y e bo o u ir:nm shahids, or martyrs, from He said that he had just spoken with Im.

e oarly five year-old Iran-Iraq war had just arrived Khomeini's personal representative ip M ?:l?
oy e fror fr;:c:é);npamed by processions of grieving Ta{: iase. It w:; decided that, even t.hlgugl:i is at:ld :rl::::':

. was techni )
Komieh office. & sy ek e e phrine’ Eive me 40000 il 40 b copporngpe Lo
oo oteh office, Z;:d rly woman Pasdar, bundled their shrine. “‘As Muslims, we follow our reiigion. why
o Chador ledhﬁov everything but the rim of her sa}i S we must treat all people generously, "rﬁgf:ig’ which

sses, h. ] . . 1 was impressed, reflecti & .
by e o S sop  h met  Y

' r i er i i i i A
%va sTh::hantmg of dirges over the shrine’s loudspeaker er's money ﬁgg’t:)slgﬁei;osraﬁu&mmg o hevforeign-
was e;; c;,lp:]g interrupted with an announcement that an police station, he could hardly ex ot o ag: he went tola

man's pasﬂs,port had been stolen. I imagined My being an American womanp‘ftt:vo Vll.]e . int

: A;l"“.’“'d wondering what an one — apparently didn't put everyone o?f‘;ntis}er?ued o

A osi?:? was doing in Iran’s day a Pasdar officer took Iy translator aside anc}i{ o
sth ky pﬂmage spot. in low tones. She came over and whispered in m [ ked
Io,m members sug- expectedtobetoldinthepolitePersianwa wlyear.l
,fmmyedposmm'msioge v:.':,x-et m see chfggt;:grt};:er over my face. y to lower my
. . n. i S € . " i
Then they invited me to lunch, Revolutionary ?M?ﬂfs ;‘: s YO0 i o hanhnginesome
. The next morning, I was led wants to marry you. Do you acce, tl;ry"oumthes and
:)nffui) the m;wm ?f the komiwh ’ I Sta.r!ﬂi to Chuckle at the idwpof. m‘
Ce, passing prison cells where such an important decision so quickl B able wmam“akzede
apprehended opium addictsand how impolite it sounded, The pLe . before I reali
pickpockets languished. In keep- e expectantly. I begged off, explaian?:g?glr'fin‘vtlmgto

ing with their duties as guardians of social behavior, the be married ri
Pasdaran are vigilant in ferreting out citizens involved de the b
with drugs. Addicts are sent to hospital for rehabilita-

tion. Drug dealers are often hanged publicl th i paym
. d publicly. e sympathetic y
maz«;ung Pasdaran in smart khaki uniforms hurried by, I returned to mﬁm’ﬁ r::ln gy bread.
any cgshn% m;\gﬂ:nﬂc}z or shy, syhxr:lp:ﬂnehc smiles head cleric tried to help me ﬁguresf)‘l’; hoevat}:’ - g.he
s directi veryone had heard my , Passport and plane tigket roblems. Things move(‘l,e i
My escort led me to a curtained-off room where sev- ”m o

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/19 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000201420010-5




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/19 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000201420010-5

2

slowly, since work stopped at 11, when everyone broke
off for prayers and lunch and then left for home. Eventu-
glly, I got a letter to explain my lack of travel documents
if questioned. Emblazoned with the komiteh's seal, it cer-
tified that ‘‘Miss Festinal” (the closest they could get to
my name) ‘‘had lost all of her possessions at the Holy
Shrine Post.” In Iran, that was better than any passport.

Thiq is the second of several articles by an Ameri+
can writer who recently spent three months in Iran.
The writer’s name is being witheld to protect her fu-
ture travel to tbeulama. Two more articles in the se-
nes, examining the role of religion in pelitics and
daily life will appear tomorrow and Wednesday.
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